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A cavalry charge by the dreaded Cossacks in Habarousk, Siben'a

D. Sir Arthur Nicholson was the British Ambassador
to Russia in 1906. Here he describes Nicholas
II:

‘The gentle but uneducated Emperor . . . is
weak on every point except his own autocracy.’

E. Alexander Kerensky, Russian politician and
Prime Minister in 1917, wrote about Nicholas
in his memoirs in 1966:

“The daily work of a ruler he found terribly
boring. He could not stand listening long or
seriously to ministers’ reports, or reading
them. He liked such ministers as could tell an
amusing story and did not weary his attention
with too much business.’

Nicholas’s German wife, Alexandra, was confident
and strong willed. From the start of his reign she
encouraged Nicholas to rule as an autocrat and to

ignore new ideas about sharing power with the people. .

Nicholas and Alexandra were very happily
married, and had five children during the first ten
years of their marriage. The first four were girls and
the fifth was a boy, Alexis, the heir to the throne. But
the happiness of Nicholas and Alexandra was ruined
when they found out shortly after he was born that
Alexis had a blood disease, haemophilia, which
prevented his blood from clotting. There was no cure
for haemophilia, and even a small cut could cause
Alexis to bleed to death. A slight bump could lead
to massive internal swellings and agonising pain.

Both Nicholas and Alexandra were deeply
religious. Alexandra had a chapel specially built in
the grounds of the royal palace and every day she
prayed there for hours, begging for the recovery of
her son. In the meantime she ordered her daughters
never to talk about Alexis’s illness and made everyone
else who knew about it swear an oath of secrecy.
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